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Dear Parents, 
Who’s afraid of the DC CAS?  Not Excel Scholars! The Auditorium was a sea of pink and a bundle of energy during the pep rally that jump-
started our testing period.  Testing can often be a stressful time, but the months of academically rigorous classroom instruction helped our 
scholars to perform well.  

 
 
Our Third Annual Spring Gala was a resounding success. I would like 
to offer a special thank you to Dr. Matthew Evancho and the Excel 
Academy Show Choir for their amazing performance. The Auditorium 
was beautifully transformed for the evening to celebrate “Excel 
Academy In Bloom.”  The money raised will benefit our Summer 
Enrichment Program. Thank you to our generous supporters, faculty, 
staff, and scholars who made the event so special for our school. 
 
Warmly, 
 
Kaye E. Savage 
Founder & CEO 
  
 

 
 

Dream Campus (Preschool and Prekindergarten) 
Courtney Redding, Principal    CRedding@excelpcs.org 
March was an exciting month on the DREAM Campus. Students kicked off the final two units of the year: Growing and Changing. Preschool 
has a new pet turtle they are watching grow!  Like botanists, Pre-K scholars are documenting the growth of their seeds they planted. Before the 
DC CAS, each grade level shared their ideas through writing cards for their sister scholars in 3rd- 5th grade. Preschool and Pre-K scholars are 
looking forward to Spring Break, as well as field trips to Port Discovery and the Zoo in the final months of school!  

 

Achieve and Lead  (Kindergarten – 5th Grade) 
The old adage about March has certainly proven true this year:  “In a like a lion; out like a lamb.”  We had our fair share of snowy, sleety, 
windy March days, but now the sun is shining, the skies are blue, and the trees are budding. Welcome, Welcome, Welcome, Spring!  
 
ACHIEVE Campus 
1st Grade – Where learning is IN BLOOM! Our units of study focus on Astronomy, History of the Earth, and Animals and Habitats. Ask your 
scholar what her favorite animal habitat is and why!  In language arts we are diving deep into root words and telling the difference between one 
and two syllable words. In reading comprehension we are working on making inferences using clues from both the text and pictures along with 
our background knowledge. In math we are working on telling time to the hour, half hour, and quarter hour, as well as starting double-digit 
addition. Later this month we will celebrate our study of Astronomy and the History of the Earth with a field trip to the National Air and 
Space Museum. 
 
2nd Grade is SPRINGing into action! During reading comprehension we focus on retelling a story, recalling all story events in order, describing 
character traits and motivations, and explaining the problem and solution. We are also learning how to use nonfiction text features, such as 

headings, captions, glossary, and table of contents. In math we are solving multi-step word problems 
and measurement. Earlier this month, we learned about the Civil War and how to write opinion 
pieces.  
 
 
DC CAS – Grades 3-5 
Our attention has been focused on preparing for the DC-CAS.  Our scholars and teachers have been 
working tirelessly to prepare for the tests, which will be administered April 1-11.   
 
Our March 31st pep rally celebrated our scholars’ hard work and our teachers’ determination and 
commitment to ensure all scholars are well prepared to demonstrate their mastery of the skills and 
standards. I would like to give a huge shout-out to our younger scholars in Pre-School, Pre-K, and 
Kindergarten who made glorious cards, posters, and a video to show their support of the 3rd-5th grade 
DC-CAS test takers.  What a beautiful display of sisterhood! 

 
Join the PTO 
DREAM PTO hosted a book swap at the March 11th meeting and a Family Exercise Night on March 28th. The DREAM PTO parents and 
scholars will make Teacher Appreciation Cards for our amazing teachers at the April 7th meeting!   All are welcome and we hope to see you 
there. 
 
ACHIEVE/LEAD PTO is sponsoring a Boxtops collection.  Boxtops can be found on a number of General Mills food items, such as cereal 
and granola bars.  For every Boxtop you bring into school, we receive .10 cents.  If every scholar brought in 50 box tops over the course of the 
school year, we would raise more than $3,000!  The collection box is located in the main office.  Join us at our next meeting April 8. 
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Saturday Academy 
Tiara Etheridge, Dean of Students    TEtheridge@excelpcs.org 
Please save the date for our LAST Saturday Academy of the year: May 3rd. The Saturday will serve as a 
celebration of each of the various activities we participated in throughout the year. This is a Saturday that 
you do NOT want to miss!  
 

After School Clubs and Activities and After School Care 
Ms. Arrington, Director of After School Programs   SArrington@excelpcs.org 
Spring is here, and scholars in the After School programs are excited to get outside and get active! Two 
of our spring sports, Girls on the Run and DC United Soccer Club, are underway, and our scholars are 
enjoying the fresh air while practicing. Soccer workshops are held at Anacostia Park on Mondays and 
Wednesdays, and there will be a few scrimmages throughout the spring with schools from across the city.  

The Girls on the Run program creatively integrates running to inspire girls to be joyful, healthy, and 
confident. Coach Riling and Coach Valera hold practices at Excel Academy with our scholars on 
Mondays and Tuesdays after school. The Spring 2014 Girls on the Run 5K Race is on Saturday, May 17th 
at Anacostia Park. There is still time to join!  Please contact Ms. Arrington at sarrington@excelpcs.org or 
202-373-0097.  
 
Registration begins Monday, April 7th for Session 3, which will run from April 22nd - June 13th.  In 
addition to current club offerings, we will add Glee Club for 3rd through 5th grade and Basketball for 2nd 
through 5th grade. 

 
2014-2015 Enrollment 
Ms. Lela Johnson Chief of School Culture and Student Life  LJohnson@excelpcs.org 
Re-Enrollment:  
If your scholar is remaining at Excel for the next school year, you are required to complete a re-enrollment form and submit documentation to 
verify DC residency.  The re-enrollment window is May 1st - May 30th.  Please remember to come in to the main office to confirm your 
scholar's seat and submit the paperwork for the 2014-2015 school year.  You may contact Erica Janifer, School Registrar, with any questions at 
(202)373-0097 or ejanifer@excelpcs.org.  
 
New Student Enrollment: 
New students who have been admitted through My School DC have until April 30 to accept their spots.  We do have limited spots available, so 
please encourage your friends and family who are interested in sending their daughters to Excel Academy to apply for Round 2 at My School 
DC.  The deadline for Round 2 is May 15th. New families can complete an enrollment application via the Excel Academy website or by visiting 
MySchoolDC.org.  
 
 

Family Engagement 
REMINDER:  Parent/Teacher Conferences for Advisory 3 is scheduled for April 11, 2014.  We hope to see you there! 

 
Partnerships 
HIGH TEA FOR OUR SCHOLARS:  On Saturday, March 15, selected scholars donned their Sunday best outfits and enjoyed “High Tea” at 
the Second Baptist Church in Washington, DC as guests of Judge Mary Terrell and the High Tea 
Society.  In addition to enjoying the formal tea service, scholars watched a documentary “A Journey 
in Search of Myself” which highlighted the Society’s history and featured testimonials from members. 

KIDS ON ICE:  Through a partnership with Fort DuPont Ice Arena, scholars participated in Kids 
on Ice Saturday skating sessions, a community ice skating program for children ages 5 to 18 years old, 
offering free lessons with all equipment provided. Instructors include qualified volunteers under the 
direction of professional figure skating, ice hockey and speed skating directors.  

WENDY SHANG – AUTHOR VISIT to 5th Grade.  Thanks to the generosity of An Open Book 
Foundation, the 5th grade class spent an afternoon with author Wendy Shang.  The students enjoyed a 
read aloud session and each received signed copies of The Great Wall of Lucy Wu. 
 
STONE RIDGE PARTNERS returned after a snowy break.  On two Wednesdays every month, we 
welcome our Stone Ridge Sister Scholars into classrooms for one-on-one engagement with our 
teachers and scholars. 
 
WE READ DC – More books for everyone!  Thank you We Read DC for providing books to our school. 

 
 
Upcoming Events: 

April 7                     Dream PTO 
April 8                     Achieve/Lead PTO 
April 11                    No School:  Parent Teacher Conferences 
April 14-21               No School:  Spring Break 

 


