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Dear Parents, 
 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to Excel Academy for the 2014-2015 school year! We are delighted to kick off what is sure to be a fantastic  
year for over 750 scholars, including our very first class of 6th graders. 
 

EXCELlent News is our monthly parent newsletter, and just one of the ways that we will keep you informed about 
what’s happening here at Excel. In this issue, you will learn about more ways to keep in touch through social media. 
You will also read about the adventures of our summer scholars and our new leadership. 
  

This summer, Excel’s Board of Trustees began a school wide restructuring initiative. There have been a number of 
changes, all with the goal of ensuring that our school continues to develop and grow to meet the needs of our scholars. 
I will be serving as Excel Academy’s Chief Operating Officer and Interim Head of School. I have over 25 years of 
experience in Education, Nonprofit, and Human Resources that I look forward to bringing to my work here at Excel.  
 

Ms. Lela Johnson will resume her role as Executive Principal. A founding team member of Excel Academy, she has 
also served on the Academic Leadership team as Dean of Students and Special Education Coordinator. Read on to 
learn more about the dynamic year that Ms. Johnson and her team have planned for our scholars.  
 

On behalf of the entire Excel Academy family, I welcome you to a brand new year. I look forward to meeting you all. 
 

Warmly, 
 

Pamela Green 
 

Pamela Green  
Chief Operating Officer  
Interim Head of School 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

It is with great excitement that I welcome you to Excel Academy for the 2014-2015 school year! The beginning of each school year brings 
familiar faces, new friends, and a fresh start for all.  
 

Our academic leadership has planned an amazing year of academic growth and enrichment opportunities for our scholars. We look forward to 
continuing our school and community partnerships, and developing increased opportunities for our girls to broaden the scope of their school 
and life experiences. We know that none of this is possible without YOU, so this year, we will place special emphasis on building opportunities 

for family engagement. 
 

This year, our DREAM campus will be lead by two Assistant Principals. Mrs. Nicole Cole will 
be our Assistant Principal for Preschool and Pre-K, and Ms. Emily Stevens will serve as 
Assistant Principal for Kindergarten through 3rd grade. Ms. Jane Lozano will continue as our 
Principal for the LEAD campus (4th-6th grade). All of us are here to support and encourage our 
scholars’ growth and development, and we hope you will not hesitate to reach out to us 
throughout the school year. 
 

With the dedication of our staff, families, and community, Excel Academy scholars will be 
equipped to face and overcome any hurdles placed before them on the road to college and 
adulthood. I am looking forward to working with you all to make this a great year for our 
scholars.  
 

Warmly, 
 

Lela Johnson 
 

Lela Johnson 
Executive Principal 
 

 
 

Meet the Academic Leadership 
 

                               
 
           Nicole Cole          Emily Stevens     Jane Lozano 
Assistant Pricipal, Preschool – PreK   Assistant Principal, K – 3rd grade                 Principal, 4th – 6th grade 

Back to School 2014 
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Summer 2014 at Excel Academy 

 

School was out for the summer, but we were busy here at Excel Academy!  

Over 150 scholars joined us for our very first summer of Camp 
EXCELlence. For 6 weeks our scholars participated in a dynamic 
program that included academic enrichment through music and 
STEM activities, as well as arts and crafts, dance, cheerleading & 
character development, and sports & sportsmanship. Campers also 
enjoyed field trips to exciting destinations like Anacostia Park, Sky 
Zone trampoline park, Cameron Run, and the National Children’s 
Museum.  

One of the biggest highlights of the summer was ice skating—yes, 
you read that correctly—ice skating in the summer! Through a 
partnership with Friends of Ft. Dupont, a group of our summer 
scholars spent a week visiting the Ft. Dupont Ice Rink, where they 

donned their winter gear and learned the basics of ice skating. 

Excel is fortunate to enjoy partnerships with other all-girls schools in the area. Thanks to our friends at Madeira and Stone Ridge 
School of the Sacred Heart, a dozen of our summer scholars spent some time away from Excel, expanding their horizons and 
discovering new interests.  

Two of our scholars attended Stone Ridge’s 
Summer CampUs, and ten of our scholars spent 
time at Madeira’s Camp Greenway. They enjoyed 
athletic, artistic, and educational experiences while 
creating new friendships and wonderful memories. 

Our summer activities culminated in a week of 
special activities and showcases, complete with a 
carnival-style celebration on Friday, August 1st. 
Campers bid farewell to summer with fun games, 
snow cones, a BBQ-style lunch, and moon 
bounces!  

It was a phenomenal summer!                                                
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Have!a!great!year!!!!


