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The In-Between Time

What happens from the time that school ends in June and starts
again in August? Everything. No longer following a traditional school
day schedule, students, families, teachers, and staff readjust their
routine, but never stop learning and driving forward. This summer’s
“in between” time was filled with summer camp, summer school,
teacher professional development, building expansions, classroom
relocations, a vacation day or two, and always planning ahead for our
Scholars. Soon, the school year will start, and we will welcome 650
amazing girls, preschool through fifth grade into our “new” building
with renewed energy, enthusiasm, and determination. The “in
between” time has prepared us for the “now” time. We’re ready.
Educate. Empower. Excel.

A Banner Year

In 2007, Kaye Savage founded
Excel Academy in a church
basement with 134 preschool,
pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten girls. In 2009,
the school took occupancy of
the historic Birney School at
2510 Martin Luther King Jr.
Rd in Anacostia, and shared
the building with an all-boys public charter school for three years.

On July 1, 2013 Excel Academy raised a banner celebrating the
complete occupancy of the almost 90,000 square foot building. The
expansion provides more than twelve additional classrooms for our
growing student body. Excel has expanded to include a media
classroom, a faculty exercise room and daycare, dedicated Special
Education Classrooms, and room for future scholars. Our oldest
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students are now in 5th grade, and we are growing with them.

Excel Academy and Madeira Go to Summer
Camp

For over 39 years, The
Madeira School, in
McLean, Virginia, has hosted
"Camp Greenway" during
the summer. This year, for 2
weeks, ten Excel Academy
Scholars joined 306 other
campers from across the
region. Located on a 376-acre
campus, the facilities at Madeira are expansive, including horse stables,
an indoor pool, art and dance studios, and a ropes challenge course.
Katie Lamade, Athletic Director at Madeira, arrived on Excel
Academy's campus each morning to transport the campers to and from
camp in the Madeira Athletic Bus.

Once at camp, the scholars split into small groups of 15 campers, and
participated in activities including the arts, swimming, nature and
water activities, and outdoor sports and games.

Excel scholar and camper Samaria was creative in the art studio. Her
group created a flag representing their newly “invented” country
named “Lollipop Land” in honor of their “sweet and cute” group.
Bailey, another scholar, enjoyed swimming in Madeira’s six lane indoor
pool. All the campers loved the pool’s unique feature – underwater
music. Bailey had never put her head underwater – until now! She was
all-smiles as she swam with her friends.

Madeira’s natural setting on the banks of the Potomac River was an
opportunity for campers to stretch themselves with new experiences.
Fourth graders canoed on the spring-fed river and took adventure
walks through the woods, exploring their environment and learning
about the natural science around them.

Reaching new heights, campers learned to trust themselves and others
as they maneuvered the challenging courses. They participated in low
and basic high challenge courses located deep inside the woods.
Olympics Day was definitely a highlight. Representing different
countries (both real and fictional), campers became competitive
athletes searching for victory. Archery, tennis, soccer, and basketball
were some of the traditional activities, and Gaga Ball and Jedi
dodgeball were fun, new games to learn!

Excel Academy is truly grateful for scholarships and transportation so
generously provided.
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Excel's Summer School Drives Learning
Forward

Excel Academy’s Summer
School is designed to help
students more intensively
prepare academically for the
upcoming school year through
small group instruction that
targets math and reading skill
development in a personalized
environment. The program
provided students 130
additional hours of reading
and math instruction,
allowing them to explore and

solidify foundational knowledge. Moreover, scholars put the fun in
learning when playing educational games, learning through centers,
and creating projects to deeply understand concepts.

Summer Interns Engage With Scholars and
Teachers

Merrell Guzman, a rising Sophomore at Washington
International School, and her two cousins Mackenzie and Livy, had
no idea what to expect when they agreed to spend 3 weeks interning at
Excel Academy this summer. Over the course of their internship, they
began to get a feel for our community and the sense of teamwork it
takes to prepare for a new school year.

"We started off working directly with the scholars,” Merrell said. The
scholars were excited to have three new assistants working in Mr. Goss’
room. “When the scholars’ initial shyness wore off, their bubbly
personalities broke through. Questions about our age, siblings, even
whether or not I had braces were thrown at us from every direction.”

In addition to time in the classroom, the interns were an invaluable
part of the process of preparing classrooms for students’ arrival in
August. “I had never imagined the amount of preparation and foresight
that has to go into each new year,” she said. “Being a part of the labor
intensive process of preparing for the return of the students was eye
opening. I will never again take for granted the orderly first day of
school I’m accustomed to.” Merrell credits her internship at Excel for
helping her learn to work with others, be efficient, trust her judgment,
and manage her time. Thank you Merrell, Mackenzie, and Livy.

Merrell credits her internship at Excel for helping her learn to work
with others, be efficient, trust her judgment, and manage her time. 
Thank you Merrell, Mackenzie, and Livy.  You embody what it means to

http://excelacademy.createsend1.com/t/i-l-ciyitt-l-jr/


Educate, Empower, Excel.

Preparing for a New Year

Even before school starts,
August is one of the busiest
school months. In the midst of
prepping, painting, and
polishing our school for the
new school year, Excel
Academy hosted parent
orientations and staff

professional development in anticipation of the scholars’ arrival.

The Academic Leadership Team welcomed new and returning families
to Parent Orientation night. Parents received information on uniform
policies, After School programs, a Family Handbook, and a 2013-
2014 calendar. It was great to have so many families in the building
prior to the first day of school.

Academic success starts with great teachers. On Monday, August 12th,
Teachers and Staff returned to Excel from summer break with tangible
energy, excitement and enthusiasm. The professional development
training provided to the teachers the week before school is the
foundation that sets the tone for the energetic and determined progress
of our scholars. Focusing on Costa and Kallick's Learning and
Leading with the Habits of Mind, teachers will emphasize Clarity,
Persistency, and Accuracy throughout the year. It’s exciting to see our
teachers sharpen their minds, focus on the scholars’ goals, and prepare
for another fun and academically rigorous year. Educate. Empower.
Excel.
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