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Dear Parents, 
I know that it may be hard to believe, but Spring is just around the corner. We are preparing for our annual fundraising Gala, which is 
an opportunity to invite our many community partners and benefactors to visit Excel Academy. The event will be held in the 
Auditorium, and our guests will be able to tour classrooms, meet faculty and staff, and raise money to benefit our new summer 
programs.  Our theme is “Excel Academy In Bloom.”  The snow is melting, and we are ready to Bloom! 
 
Warmly,  
 
Kaye E. Savage 
Founder & CEO 
 

Dream Campus (Preschool and Prekindergarten) 
Courtney Redding, Principal    CRedding@excelpcs.org 
In February, students and teachers alike enjoyed the 'Proud To Be' units. Our 
scholars are now experts on strong female leaders, including Rosa Parks, Coretta 
Scott King, and Toni Morrison, and they are able to share why they personally 
are proud to be a girl and proud to be African-American.  
 
Preschool and Pre-K scholars recently took their Middle of the Year 
Brigance assessments. The Brigance evaluates students on various literacy, math, 
and social emotional skills and generates an age equivalency in these categories. 
Our year-end goal is that all Preschool and Pre-K students score at or above 
their actual age in these categories. We were thrilled to see the tremendous 
growth that many DREAM scholars have made since the beginning of the year 
and are proud to say that we are on track to crush our year end goal. 

 
Achieve and Lead  (Kindergarten – 5th Grade) 
Jane Lozano, Principal   JLozano@excelpcs.org 
We have certainly seen plenty of snow this winter!  These are perfect days for cuddling up and reading with your daughters. A great 
book, some hot cocoa, and a cozy blanket are all that’s needed to form lasting memories! 
 
Elementary Campus - ACHIEVE 
1st Grade has been learning about the author’s message, character motivation, and retelling stories in reading.  In math, we’ve 
concentrated on place value and interpreting graphs.  In the testing arena, our first graders made great strides in growth on their 
NWEA and STEP assessments in reading and math. Most exciting, our first graders are becoming POETS in their writing class.  
 
In 2nd Grade reading, we have focused on character motivation, or what a character wants.  In math, we have learned how to 
measure with a range of units (centimeters, inches, meters, yards, feet.  Ask your scholar if she should measure the playground with 
a meter stick or a centimeter ruler!)  We are becoming ENGINEERS in STEM by making inventions out of recycled materials. 
 
In 3rd Grade, our scholars have been on the move, making impressive growth in reading on the STEP and NWEA assessments.  
Third grade scholars are also deep into preparations for the DC-CAS state test in April.  In addition to their reading and math 
studies, scholars are also compiling test-taking strategies to increase their success on this important assessment. 
 
Middle School Campus - LEAD 

Our 4th and 5th Grade Scholars attended a field trip to Howard University 
on February 6th.  They toured the campus, went on a scavenger hunt, met 
college students, and performed our college cheer on the campus quad!  
The 5th grade scholars have been quoted as saying, “This is the best field 
trip I have ever been on!”  
 
All 4th and 5th graders have been working hard as we prepare for the DC-
CAS.  Scholars in 5th grade can now boast that they can add and subtract 
mixed number fractions and our 4th grade scholars have become 
summarizing experts. 

 
Mother-Daughter Groups:  Mother-Daughter groups for 4th and 5th grade scholars and their mother/guardian began February 19 
and will run through March 19.  The first topic was on building healthy relationships.  The March topics are: 
Wednesday, 03/05/2014 Healthy Ways to Handle Stress and Conflict  
Wednesday, 03/12/2014 The Road to Good Communication 
Wednesday, 03/19/2014 Helpful Strategies for Dealing with Peer Pressure 
 
Ms. Ferreira encourages all 4th and 5th grade mothers and guardians to come and enjoy interactive group sessions with their 
daughters.  Dinner is provided for each group session.  Please RSVP to Ms. Ferreira at 202-373-0097 or sferreira@excelpcs.org.  
 

Saturday Academy 
Tiara Etheridge, Dean of Students    TEtheridge@excelpcs.org 
Saturday Academy featured new classes, such as Drama, Yoga, DC CAS Math Prep, and Expressive Writing.  3rd grade scholars 
practiced math skills to prepare them for the DC CAS.  Scholars really got limber and loose in a peaceful atmosphere with Ms. 
Bolotas and Ms.Romero in Yoga Class and made heart shaped jelly sandwiches in cooking with Mrs, Krehbiel. There is no Saturday 
Academy in April; the next Saturday Academy date is May 3, 2014. 

March 2014 
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Join the PTO 
DREAM PTO hosted our first Family Fun Night, a game night on January 
31st. Parents, students, and faculty enjoyed playing games like Twister, 
Checkers, Pretty, Pretty Princess, Pictionary, and Uno, as well as eating 
delicious food made by our chef and competing for fabulous door prizes. 
The DREAM PTO also made Valentine's cards for all students at their 
meeting on February 10th. Upcoming events include a “bring a book” swap 
to the meeting on March 10th and a Family Fitness night later in the 
month.  

 
ACHIEVE/LEAD PTO is sponsoring the Box Tops for Education 
collection.  Box Tops can be found on a number of General Mills food 
items, such as cereal and granola bars.  For every Box Top you bring into 
school, we receive .10 cents.  If every scholar brought in 50 box tops over the course of the school year, we would raise more than 
$3,000!  The collection box is located in the main office.  Unfortunately, our Family Fun Night was canceled due to the snow.  We 
will schedule a makeup date soon!  Please join us for our meeting on Tuesday, March 11. 
 
 

After School Clubs and Activities and After School Care 
Ms. Arrington, Director of After School Programs   SArrington@excelpcs.org 
After School Clubs are off to a great start. The Cheerleading team had the first competition on March 8th at Bowie University.  All 
other clubs are meeting weekly, and scholars are learning new skills and enriching their daily academics through their participation 
in chess, nutrition, emerging artists, band, choir, technology, step team and Young Marines.   If you have not signed your scholar 
up for an After School activity, there are still opportunities to participate.  Girls on the Run, the DC United Soccer Team, and 
dance classes will begin this month. If you would like to sign up for one of those clubs, please call or email Ms. Arrington.  

 
2014-2015 Enrollment 
Ms. Lela Johnson Chief of School Culture and Student Life  LJohnson@excelpcs.org 

Scholars currently enrolled at Excel Academy do not need to reapply for the 2014-2015 school year.  
Re-enrollment forms will be sent home with scholars during the week of March 3rd and need to be 
returned only if your child is not attending Excel next year.  If your enrollment status changes before the 
start of next school year, please contact Erica Janifer at ejanifer@excelpcs.org. 
 
We invite new families to apply by completing an enrollment application via the Excel Academy website 
or by visiting MySchoolDC.org.  The deadline for the second round of applications is May 15th.   
 

Family Engagement 
Strong and positive home-school connections significantly impact student performance.   Through a 
partnership with the Flamboyan Foundation, we continue to strengthen relationships conducting home 
visits, holding Academic Parent Teacher Team Meetings (APTT), Parent/ Teacher Conferences, and by 
creating and maintaining open and frequent lines of communication with our families. As of February 26, 

a total of 175 (29%) scholars have received a home visit.  We are over half way to our goal of 50%, and we are certain that, with the 
support and commitment of our families, we will exceed that goal before the end of the school year. 
 
Parent/Teacher Conferences provide a one-on-one opportunity for teachers and parents to discuss student achievement data, areas 
in need of improvement, and goal setting.  The goal is for 80% of scholars to have a parent participate in a Parent/Teacher 
Conference each advisory.  Below are the participation rates for Advisories 1 and 2.   
     
Advisory 1:  DREAM(PS-PreK) – 78% ACHIEVE (K-3rd) – 61% LEAD (4th-5th) – 53%  Total – 62%  
Advisory 2:  DREAM (PS-PreK) – 79% ACHIEVE (K-3rd) – 58% LEAD (4th-5th) – 50%  Total – 59% 
Our next Parent/Teacher Conference date is April 11, 2014.  We hope to see you there! 
 
Middle States Accreditation 
As a requirement of the District of Columbia Public Charter School Board, Excel is in the process of becoming accredited through 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA).  Accreditation involves self- study, planning, evaluation, and progress 
monitoring/reporting.  We will host a visiting team from March 18th – March 21st to observe and review several components of the 
organization, including:  Mission, Governance and Leadership, School Improvement Planning, Finances, Facilities, School Climate 
and Organization, Health and Safety, Educational Program, Student Services, Student Life and Activities, Information Resources 
and Technology.  At the end of the site visit, the visiting team will make a recommendation to MSA regarding our accreditation.  If 
accreditation is awarded, MSA will continue to work with the Excel community to monitor progress of strategic action plans. 

 
Partnerships 
Thank you to the Madeira School who invited a few of our students to see their students perform “Footloose” on their campus.  
Our own School Partnerships Coordinator, Kelley Knowles, a graduate of The Madeira School, chaperoned the students on the 
trip.  Stone Ridge partners returned this month after a December and January break.  They help in each classroom every other 
Wednesday throughout the year.  Author Wendy Wan-Long Shang provided met with 5th grade students and provided each student 
with a sign copy of her book The Great Wall of Lucy Wu.  The Show Choir performed at the A-NET conference and was a huge 
hit!  And finally, We Read DC sponsored another free book giveaway in the main lobby.   

 
Upcoming Events: 
March 4-6  Testing Dates     March 5 Mother/Daughter Group Grades 4/5 
March 10  Dream PTO      March 11 Achieve/Lead PTO 
March 14  No School: Teacher Work Day  March 15 Excel Academy Gala 
March 19  Mother/Daughter Group Grades 4/5 


